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Press Release of the Hong Kong Bar Association

A delegation comprising 22 members of the Hong Kong Bar Association visited Beijing from 9th
to 13th June 2011, The delegation met the Chairman of the Basic Law Committee of the National
People’s Congress Standing Committee, Mr Qiao Xiaoyang; the Deputy Director of the Hong
Kong and Macao Office, Mr Zhang Xiaoming; the Vice President of the Supreme People’s Court;
the Vice Minister of the Ministry of Justice; and representatives of the All China Lawyers
Association.

The Bar was warmly received by the various officials. The Bar was able to undertake full and
frank discussions that were fruitful.

The Bar is hopeful that this visit will, after an interval of three years, form the basis for further
constructive and meaningful dialogue with the relevant counterparts and representatives of the
Central Government and their bodies.

During the visit the Bar had reaffirmed its pivotal role as one of the pillars helping in the
maintenance of the Rule of Law in Hong Kong. One aspect of such role is to assist the public in
understanding the significance of important legal decisions. The Bar’s statement on the Court of
Final Appeal’s decision in the Congo case on state immunity aptly demonstrates this important
role. The views expressed by the Bar in its statement were strongly suppotted and warmly
welcomed by both Mr Qiao and Mr Zhang.

In the course of the meeting with Mr Qiao, the Bar specifically raised certain concerns of the
public and the legal profession as to the procedure to be followed in the Interpretation and the
scope of the Interpretation. The Bar was assured that the Interpretation would be conducted
strictly in accordance with the request of the Court of Final Appeal. The Bar was also given
support for the view that the procedure for the Interpretation should be made more transparent.
As provided for in the Basic Law itself, the Hong Kong Basic Law Committee had to be
consulted in respect of the Interpretation, and the opinion of the Hong Kong Basic Law
Committee would be placed before members of the NPCSC.

In Beijing, the Bar also took part in the graduation ceremony of a programme on Common Law
which was carried out in collaboration with Peking University. The Bar will be sponsoring
scholarships for up to four LLM students of Peking University to visit Hong Kong to observe and
leamn from the work being undertaken by barristers’ chambers in Hong Kong.
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