Why Barrister in Hong Kong?


Are you diligent and able to work under pressure?  Can you stand working on your own?  Do you have an analytical mind?  Do you have a good command of English (and Chinese, which is not a must but certainly an asset)?  Do you have common sense so that you know what explains human behaviour?

If you answer all the above in the affirmative, you should make a competent barrister and should consider joining the Bar a serious option.  You will have no problem in making a reasonably decent living.  Do not be deterred by horror stories about young barristers not making ends meet.  Most of such failures are really those who have settled for the Bar when they cannot find better jobs to do in the practice of law.


Do you loathe being bossed around?  Do you want to avoid wining and dining with lay clients in order to keep them entertained?  Do you want to build your reputation by “fighting in the ring” and by nothing but your ability?

You will love the Bar if you do.  The Bar is a “cruel” profession and believes in competition.  It allows only the fittest to survive.  Since barristers are competing strictly on individual merits and we are judged by our performance in court, the better ones can always build a reputation within a relatively short time.   In contrast, solicitors are invariably part of a large establishment.  Junior associates may not get recognized for their excellence because of office politics and circumstances beyond their control.  

Are you committed to the rule of law and independence of the Judiciary?  Do you want to have a role in seeing to the proper administration of justice in Hong Kong?

If you also answer the last questions in the affirmative, then you have an added reason to choose the Bar as a career.  Barristers are independent.  We do not have long-term relations with clients and do not have to look over our shoulders to see that our partners are not offended or their business interests adversely affected by what we say or do.  Barristers have only ourselves to answer to for what we say and do.  The freedom barristers enjoy enables us to take principled stand on controversial issues touching on the rule of law and proper administration of justice.

With those few words, I hope you have enough to make a decision to join the Bar.  I take this opportunity to wish you well in your studies and shall see you at the Bar soon.

Alan Leong SC
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