Special Committee on Young Barristers
The Special Committee on Young Barristers (“YBC”) serves a multitude of functions. Apart from providing assistance and support to young barristers (“YBs”), the YBC acts as a platform for YBs, both to get along with one another and to voice out their concern and opinion on a collective basis. The YBC also strives to promote a better understanding of the Bar among the community, in particular university and secondary school students. All these aims could not be achieved without the valuable input and commitment of all those sitting in the committee (whom I am most indebted to).
The YBC Talks
The YBC talks aim to provide opportunity for sharing on practice-related areas amongst YBs and pupils. The talks were held in an informal manner to encourage exchanges amongst attendees. The first one was a kick-start talk held in May for PCLL students who were to commence their pupillage shortly. The topics covered included procedures for admission and limited practice, application for tenancy, application for scholarships and funds, enrolment in duty lawyer service and prosecution on fiat lists, etc. The second talk entitled “What to expect and what to look out for your first Duty Lawyer and Prosecution assignment” was held in November. YBs and pupils were able to benefit from sharing on the practical tips and common pitfalls encountered in handling these assignments. The YBC will organize further talks in early 2008, which may include topics on the art of written submission, and introduction to mediation and arbitration.
The YBC as a Medium for Collective Bargaining
This year, the YBC has taken the initiative to explore the possibility of making a collective bargain for the benefit of YBs. Since June, the YBC was in frequent contact with Justis Publishing Limited in the UK negotiating for a special discount package of internet legal resource services exclusive to YBs. Ultimately, the YBC managed to secure an attractive 15% discount exclusive to YBs on top of the standard pricing package offered by Justis. The YBC will continue to look for opportunities for negotiating deals for and on behalf of YBs on a collective basis.
The YBC’s Publication
The YBC’s publication, BUZZ, was published twice a year. The November Issue recently released was well received amongst members of the Bar. We continued to include featured articles relating to YBs, including YB diaries and letters from junior to senior. We had also invited contributions from judges and secondary school students on the HKBA Debating Competition. The YBC believes that BUZZ also serves as an invaluable channel of communication and it continues to welcome articles and letters from YBs and pupils alike.
International Conference
In October, a 3-day Malaysian Law Conference was attended by one of our committee members in Kuala Lumpur. Topics such as “South East Asian Young Lawyers Convention – The Past, The Present and The Future of Young Lawyers in South East Asia” were covered. The YBC believes these international law conferences would open a complete new window for YBs to understand the law and the legal profession from a global perspective. 
Sports, Recreation and Social Gatherings
The YBs continued to take part in the dragon boat competition held in June at Stanley beach. Several practice sessions were also held in April and May. They provided opportunities, not only for doing sports, but also occasions for YBs and pupils to mingle. The event certainly fosters a closer and friendlier relationship at the young Bar.

Apart from the regular YBC Drinks, the YBC also hosted a Christmas Drink Party on 30th November 2007 at the Foreign Correspondents’ Club. The event was well attended by members of the Bar and the Judiciary and, as always, it was a great occasion enjoyed by all.
Events for Law Students
The YBC organized the Bar’s booth in the Law Fair 2007. Various solicitors firms, the Department of Justice and the three local universities were also present to provide information to those intending to pursue a career in law. The presence of the Bar is important as it increased the transparency of the profession and enabled queries on its entrance requirements and procedures to be properly addressed.

At the university level, the YBC also attended a career talk hosted by the Chinese University of Hong Kong this September as co-speakers with our Vice-Chairman, Paul Shieh S.C. who took the lead in addressing students on life at the Bar.
Event for Secondary School Students
The YBC organized the Hong Kong Bar Association Debating Competition for the fourth consecutive year with the aim of raising the awareness of socio-legal issues and the rule of law among secondary school students. It has proven to be a huge success and has attracted remarkable publicity and popularity. The debating competition was oversubscribed and, upon drawing of lots, a total 32 teams participated in the preliminary rounds held in October. The quarter-finals for the competition were completed in December, and the semi-finals and Grand finals will be held in January and February 2008 respectively. The event provides a valuable platform for members of the Bar to discuss and share their thoughts on socio-legal issues with students, many of which had done extensive research on the law in making their presentations. I would take this opportunity to express my gratitude to members who spared their time to adjudicate the debates, the Debates sub-committee (comprising YBs and pupils), and the Faculty of Law of the University of Hong Kong for providing venue on a complimentary basis and their law students for their assistance.
A Note of Thanks
Without the commitment, input and assistance from fellow members of the YBC, all the above activities would not be as successful as they were. Credit also goes to members of the Debates sub-committee. The time and efforts required in organizing the debates (a total of 30 matches) should not be underestimated. I would also like to thank our Chairman, Honorary Secretary and members of the Bar Council for their immense support. Last but not least, I would like to thank Rani Romani and the rest of the Bar Secretariat for their great support and assistance.
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