Special Committee of Legal Aid Reform 
1.
Members of the Committee (“LARC”) were


Peter Duncan, SC (Chairman)


Neville Sarony, SC


Philip Dykes, SC


Ruy Barretto, SC


Joseph Tse, SC


Nicholas Pirie


Jeevan Hingorani


Tim Kwok


Valentine Yim


Ashok Sakhrani


Christina Lee


Selwyn Yu


Raymond Leung


Cindy Lee


Audrey Parwani

2.
This has been a quiet year for this Committee, the main legal aid reform matters continuing to be dealt with by the former team headed by Philip Dykes, SC.
3.
During the year the Bar considered the issue of the transfer by the administration of the legal aid “portfolio” from the Chief Secretary’s office to that of the Secretary for Home Affairs.   The Legal Aid Services Council has recently asked the Bar for its position in this and the LARC is currently considering a position paper.  The transfer is a matter of concern as it would appear to rule out, on the administration’s part, any possibilities of a truly independent legal aid authority, something from which the Bar has pressed consistently over many years.
4.
I make this opportunity of thanking member of LARC for this support.
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