Special Committee on Civil Justice Reform

The implementation of Civil Justice Reform continued in the course of the year with the first steps towards enactment of the necessary draft primary and subsidiary legislation being taken.


On 2 April 2007, the Steering Committee on Civil Justice Reform finalised its proposed amendments to primary legislation and the Civil Justice (Miscellaneous Amendments) Bill 2007 was gazetted on 30 March 2007.


The Special Committee considered the Bill and prepared a Submission for the Bar dated 6 June 2007 generally in support of the Bill.  However, the Submission included a request that consideration be given to making public funds available to meet a barrister’s costs in successfully defending a wasted costs order and to including a provision to this end in the Bill.

On 11 June 2007, the Chairman and Secretary of the Special Committee attended at the Bills Committee meeting and presented the Bar’s views on the Bill.  In response to a request to indicate the Bar’s views on whether there was any part of the Bill which should be examined together with the draft subsidiary legislation for a full appreciation of the Bill, the Special Committee prepared a reply letter for the Chairman of the Bar.


In October 2007, the Steering Committee issued its Revised Proposals for Amendments to Subsidiary Legislation under the Civil Justice Reform.  The Steering Committee requested comments by 16 November 2007.  

As the Revised Proposals were only received by the Bar under cover of a letter dated 18 October 2007, the Bar was placed under considerable time pressure to respond.  On 31 October 2007, the Steering Committee met with four members of the Special Committee to discuss the Revised Proposals.  Following that discussion, the Secretary of the Special Committee provided e-mail comments on a number of issues on which the Bar asked for clarification.  The Steering Committee responded by letter on 7 November 2007.

Despite the short time limit to respond, the Special Committee managed to prepare a response submission to the Revised Proposals which was provided to the Bar Council for its consideration.  On 16 November 2007, the Bar provided that submission to the Steering Committee.
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