Special Committee on Personal Injuries
1. This has been a year of transition for the Personal Injury Bar with the appointment of 
a new Judge to be in charge of the Personal Injuries List in the person of the Honourable Mr. Justice Saunders (which was announced on 27 March 2007 to take effect on 1 May 2007) and with the appointment of a new Chairman of the Special Committee on Personal Injuries.
2.
The year started very well with the Personal Injury Judge attending a lunch hosted by the Special Committee at the Foreign Correspondents’ Club on Friday, 18 May 2007.   A constructive and useful informal discussion took place on the pressing issues of the moment, and those that the Personal Injury Judge as well as the Special Committee wanted to take on board for the coming year.  

3.
The subject of recovery agents and mediation for personal injuries cases were the main topics of discussion.  On the former topic, the enlargement of the Supplementary Legal Aid Scheme was mooted as a possible way to tackle the problem.

4.
On the latter topic, the idea was mooted that there ought to be a PI case Management Judge who could act as the mediator between the parties with the case being tried by another Judge in the event of settlement not being reached.     

5.
The third main topic of discussion was the current Personal Injury Practice Direction, which was in need of review.   

6.
The Special Committee met on 15 June 2007 to discuss proposals for the amendment of the current PI Practice Direction as well as proposals for the introduction of mediation in personal injury cases.  Ms. Corinne Remedios volunteered to contact Mr. Justice Hartman, who was the Chairman of the Working Party for Family Law Financial Dispute Resolution, with a view to adopting that procedure in personal injury cases.  Ms. Remedios has since reported back to the Special Committee that this received positive feedback from some members of the Judiciary and therefore there is merit in pursuing this line.   Ms. Remedios also spoke with Mark Reeves who indicated that he would be prepared to recommend to the Law Society that the Bar should be supported if this matter were further investigated. 
7.
The review of the current PI Practice Direction is likely to be the main focus of the Special Committee in the months ahead. 

8.
At the invitation of the Chairman of the Bar, the Special Committee responded on 13 November 2007 to a query raised by the Legislative Council Bills Committee overseeing the proposed amendments in Part VI of the Civil Justice (Miscellaneous Amendments) Bill 2007 relating to the “direct relevance” test for pre-action disclosure in personal injury cases.  The Committee concluded that the loss of a right of a personal injury claimant discovered “train of enquiry” document, on an application for pre-action disclosure, was not considered to be significant and the Special Committee recommended that the proposed amendments be passed.      
9.
In addition to the review of the PI Practice Directions, the Special Committee will in the coming year re-visit topics dealt with in the past including the need to introduce a “Hit and Run” MIB Agreement in Hong Kong and to persuade government to re-amend the Employees’ Compensation Assistance Ordinance, Cap. 365, to provide full common law cover and cover for interest and costs.   
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