Special Committee on Civic Education 
The Special Committee on Civic Education is set up to take over and formalize the work previously undertaken by the “Secondary Schools Education Project”.  

The Rule of Law is a much treasured core value of Hong Kong.  The Bar believes that the concept of the Rule of Law (and its importance) should be introduced to citizens of Hong Kong at an early stage.  Certain basic principles about the concept of the Rule of Law can be usefully introduced to secondary school students in an easily understandable form.     An appreciation of the meaning and significance of the Rule of Law as part of their general studies or civic education will be of immense value to them, irrespective of whether they choose to study law in future.      With this in mind, the Special Committee organizes talks to Secondary Schools in Hong Kong on “the Rule of Law” and other legal topics which are of interest to secondary school students.    Apart from the “Rule of Law”, the following topics have been presented as part of our program:

1. The Hong Kong legal system: Courts and Lawyers.

2. How the law relates to our daily life.

3. The Basic Law, Civil Liberties and Human Rights.  
4. Matters affecting teenagers and secondary school students.    

The talks are mostly presented to students of higher forms (such as Form 4 to Form 7), even though we have been invited to speak to students in lower forms as well.  In addition, some schools have invited us to give careers talk to their students about entering the legal profession.    
The programme has been very popular with both local schools and international schools.      For the academic year 2007/2008 we have been invited by close to 30 schools to deliver talks to their students. 
An innovation for the 2007/2008 school year is a programme of Court Visits, in relation to which the Special Committee would be collaborating with the Judiciary.     The programme will be officially launched in the second half of the academic year.  We will be able to provide more information about this programme in our next annual report.    

On behalf of the Special Committee, I wish to expressly my gratitude to members of the Committee for their enthusiasm and hard work.  I would also like to thank members of the Bar who have generously agreed to assist the Special Committee by appearing as speakers for a number of our talks.  
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