Special Committee on Young Barristers
For Young Barristers (“YBs”) in their practice - YBC Talk Series 
The YBC Talk series this year comprises of 3 sessions.  They are (1) “On Accepting Instructions & Getting Paid: What YBs should look out for” held on 12th May 2006 on practice management and professional conduct issues; (2) “Common Criminal Briefs for YBs – What to expect and what to look out for” held on 21st July 2006 with special focus on criminal practice for YBs; and (3) “Monday Mornings – Practical Tips on Companies Call-over Hearings” held on 20th October 2006 provided practical tips on handling companies call-over hearing, the hearing that most junior YBs in civil practice will come across.  The responses from YBs on these talks are encouraging.  YBs generally found the talks helpful to their practice.  Requests for re-run are received and will be passed to the YBC in the coming year for consideration.  
To further extend YBs’ horizons and knowledge in legal practice – Mini-pupillage in England 
With the much appreciated efforts of our Chairman, Mr. Philip Dykes S.C. in reaching the agreement with the Bar Council of England and Wales and the kind assistance of our Administrator, Ms Mendy Chong, the Voluntary Mini-pupillage Programme in England commences from January 2007.  YBs and pupils are provided with an opportunity to undertake voluntary mini-pupillage with a set of chambers in England.

Our publication – BUZZ 
We have two issues of BUZZ this year.  The first one was published in September 2006 with the revival of articles and features on young barristers’ practice, such as YB diaries, letters from junior to senior.  Chinese article was also introduced in BUZZ.  The second issue of BUZZ will be published in around January 2007.
Sports and Recreation 
The Dragon Advocate – the Bar’s dragon boat team participated in two rounds of competition at Stanley beach on Tuen Ng Festival in 2006.  Our dragon boat team started with full vigor, and we ranked the fourth in the round of competition we participated in the morning.
Social Gatherings 
Three YBC Drinks were organized this year during which YBs mingled in a social and relaxed environment.  The annual Christmas Drink Party was held on 8th December 2006 and was well attended by members of the Bar and the Judiciary.  
External events 
YBC organized the Bar’s booth in the Law Fair 2006. The Law Fair 2006 was participated by solicitors firms, Department of Justice, the University of Hong Kong and the City University of Hong Kong to provide information to those who intend to join the legal profession or to further their legal studies in Hong Kong. YBC is currently organizing the Bar’s booth for the Law Fair 2007 which is scheduled for 20th January 2007.
We organized a Career talk at the University of Hong Kong with our Vice-Chairman, Clive Grossman S.C. as the speaker and members of YBC attended to share our views on life at the Bar.  The talk was attended by about 90 law students.

We organized the “Hong Kong Bar Association Debating Competition” for the third year.  The competition was aimed at arousing the interest and awareness of secondary school students on rule of law and to promote further understanding of the profession.  The debate competition has earned some reputation among secondary schools and was over-subscribed.  After the drawing of lots, 32 teams participated in the preliminary rounds (16 teams for English session and 16 teams for Chinese session).   The Quarter-finals for the competition had also been completed.  The Semi-finals and Grand finals will be held in January and March 2007 respectively.  I sincerely thanked for the generous support from members of the Bar who kindly undertook to be adjudicators of the competitions as well as those YBs and pupils who took part as chairman of the debate.  I would also like to thank the Faculty of Law of the University of Hong Kong for making available the venue for the competition as well as the law students who assisted in the competition as time-keepers.
Last but not the Least 
I sincerely extend my deepest gratitude to every member of the YBC and its sub-committees who organized and took part in the above activities.  The great support from Rani Romani and Amy Lee of the Bar Secretariat was highly appreciated and thanked for.
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