Special Committee on External Affairs
The Special Committee on External Affairs was set up in 2005. This is the second year since it was set up. The works done in 2006 can be divided into two main categories. 
The first category concerns overseas conference concerning law and legal development. From time to time, information about overseas conference was received by the Bar. Such information, insofar it might be of interest to members, was posted up at the Bar Secretariat and also the Bar’s website. 

The second category is the preparation works in respect of the World Conference of Advocates and Barristers 2006 (“World Bar Conference 2006”). The World Conference of Advocates and Barristers was started by the International Council of Advocates and Barristers, which is an organization formed by the Bar Associations in jurisdictions where there is a separate profession of an independent referral Bar. Its members currently include the Bar Associations of England and Wales, Australia, Hong Kong, New Zealand, the Republic of Ireland, Northern Ireland, Scotland, South Africa, Namibia and Zimbabwe. 
The Bar has the honour of hosting the World Bar Conference 2006, which took place in Hong Kong on 15th to 17th April 2006 with a follow-on session in Shanghai on 19th April 2006. Apart from distinguished speakers from various jurisdictions, a total of 224 barristers took part in this meaningful events (130 from overseas and 94 from Hong Kong). The topics discussed included: maintaining the rule of law: the roles of attorney generals; what is the essence of a referral Bar?; jurisdictions with more than one official language: conflicts and resolutions and law reporting; the referral Bar and the media; public and private financing of litigation. There were also side sessions for the young Bar, which focused on advocacy training for both civil and criminal cases. Trainers from various jurisdictions were invited to participate and share with us the way in which advocacy was trained and practised in their respective jurisdictions. In addition, there were several social events, including racing and a gala dinner to mark the conclusion of the session in Hong Kong. During the follow-on session in Shanghai, topics relating to practice of law by non-Chinese legal professionals were discussed and we had the pleasure of a few Mainland particulars sharing their experience with us. In conclusion, the World Bar Conference 2006 was a success and participants had an enjoyable experience. 

Membership

Rimsky Yuen SC (Chairman)
Barbara Wong

Gary Soo

Donald Leo

Benjamin Ng

Eva Sit








Rimsky Yuen, S.C.








Chairman 







Special Committee on External Affairs

12 December 2006

