Special Committee on Discipline 2006

As at 30 November 2006, there have been 47 disciplinary complaints (42 formal complaints and 5 initiated by the Bar itself).  The result/progress of the 47 cases is as follows:

	Result/Progress
	No of matters

	Dismissed
	25

	Admonished/Advised
	4

	Referred to BDT
	2

	Under investigation
	16


From 2005 there are 15 disciplinary matters and 4 from 2004 being investigated.  The result/progress of the 19 cases are as follows:

	Result/Progress
	No of matters

	Dismissed
	10 (from 2005) (of which 2 were concluded at the end of the 2005 which were not included in the 2005 Annual Report)

1 (from 2004)

	Admonished/Advised
	1 (from 2005)

1 (from 2004)

	Referred to BDT
	4 (from 2005)

1 (from 2004)

	Under investigation
	1 (from 2004)


In addition to the ongoing 7 BDT cases brought forward from 2005, another 7 cases were referred to a BDT in 2006.

Three BDT decisions were handed down in 2006, and the Bar decided to withdraw 2 others.

There are 9 outstanding BDT cases at the moment. (1 from a complaint in 2001, 1 from 2003, 2 from 2004; 4 from 2005 and 1 from 2006.)

It would be wrong to draw any conclusions about what these statistics say about the standard of discipline amongst practising barristers.  It would be dangerous to assume that all acts of misconduct which are a breach of the Code of Conduct are reported to the Bar Council.  On the other hand a large number of the cases actually referred to the Bar Council could be categorised as unmeritorious, regardless of whether the Code is invoked in the complaint.  Nevertheless, all these complaints are investigated, in terms of our Rules.

The efforts of the members of the Special Committee on Discipline are tireless and unceasing.  Investigations often take up a large amount of time, all of that unpaid, but all that in a larger sense, rewarding.  Nevertheless, all members of the Bar owe a debt of gratitude to these people.
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