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Hearsay, the Law Commission's Report thereon & the Bar's response to it dominated the efforts of the committee in the early part of the year. Special thanks go to Andrew Bruce SC, Edwin Choy and Martyn Richmond in tackling this thorny issue - their efforts should be applauded.

Costs. Costs in criminal cases & the issue of extending the jurisdiction to award wasted costs in criminal cases was another major policy issue that landed before the committee during the past 12 months and upon which our views were sought. Audrey Campbell-Moffat with some input from the committee examined the issue in detail and once again many thanks are to be extended to her for her efforts in tackling this awkward matter.  

The interception of communications; the detention of defendants pending reports; the provision of material in child pornography cases; issues relating to the security and ambience of our beloved  District Court  robbing room were amongst the other highlights of  what has been a busy and productive year for this committee. 

In November the administration met with us to explain the costs of court transcripts and recordings and proposals to reduce the costs of them; this was - we like to believe - at least in part due to our raising the issue earlier in the year with the Judicial Administrator.   

As chairman, I undertook the duty of speaking to groups of Cambodian, Burmese and Vietnamese lawyers through the auspices of the Asian Legal Resource Centre and though our courts may not be perfect, the difficulties we encounter pail almost to insignificance in comparison to those of certain other Asian jurisdictions. 

Quite a number of our committee took part as trainers in November's advocacy training exercise in conjunction with the ATC from London. It was good to see a large number of criminal practitioners involved in on going training and giving their time to help train others.

The committee either as a whole or through the efforts of individual members made numerous constructive contributions to Bar Council deliberations on matters pertaining to or touching on the work of members in criminal practice. 
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