 Special Committee on Civil Justice Reform

The Bar Council decided on 20 April 2006 to reconstitute the Special Committee on Civil Justice Reform in order to consider and respond to the Consultation Paper on Proposed Legislative Amendments for the Implementation of the Civil Justice Reform.  The Consultation Paper was issued in April 2006 and responses were requested before the end of the consultation period on 12 July 2006.  The Special Committee was formed at the beginning of May 2006 and therefore had a very limited time to digest, consider, discuss and prepare the Bar’s response to the Consultation Paper.

The Special Committee met on three occasions, namely 22 May 2006, 9 June 2006 and 19 June 2006.  On 26 June 2006, the Special Committee submitted a Submission of the Bar in response to the Consultation Document to the Bar Council.  That Submission was further modified in the light of comments passed to the Special Committee by the Bar Council and the Submission of the Bar was eventually forwarded to the Steering Committee on Civil Justice Reform on 19 July 2006.
Together with the Chairman of the Bar, the Chairman and Secretary of the Special Committee and another of its members (Mr Thomas Au) participated in a meeting with the Steering Committee on 19 October 2006 at which the Bar’s submissions in respect of wasted costs and the application of the Civil Justice Reform to the District Court were discussed.  The Bar was subsequently invited to indicate specific safeguards that might be incorporated into the draft legislation in respect of wasted costs.  This was duly done by way of letter dated 15 November 2006.
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