Special Committee on Alternative Dispute Resolution

The number of members who are now included in the List of Arbitrators and List of Mediators are 54 and 16 respectively.  This is an increase from last year's Lists.  Some of the members of the Special Committee also helped out in the Training Programme jointly organised by the Hong Kong Bar Association and The Law Society of Hong Kong on mediation and arbitration training.  The Special Committee advised the Chairman of the Bar Council in respect of an appointment of a sole arbitrator.

The Bar is represented on a working group preparing for a joint conference on mediation in Hong Kong.  The Working Group is set out by the Department of Justice looking at how to promote the use of mediation in Hong Kong.  
The Chief Justice has also set up a working group to consider how consensual mediation of civil disputes in the Court of First Instance, the District Court and the Lands Tribunal may be facilitated, having regard to its economic and social benefits and taking into account developments in mediation in other common law jurisdictions.  Two members of the Bar have been appointed by Chief Justice in consultation with the Chairman of Hong Kong Bar Council as members of the working group.  

The work of these committees will primarily take place next year and the development will therefore be reported in the next report.
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