Special Committee on Young Barristers
The Special Committee on Young Barristers (“YBC”) organized two YBC Talks this year with a view to provide support to young barristers and young barristers-to-be on practice-related matters.  On 4th May 2005, Ms. Theresa Chan, Partner and Mr. Bruce Lee, Manager, both from PricewaterhouseCoopers talked to us on “Tips on Hong Kong Tax Filings”.  This talk was well attended by young barristers and some senior members of the Bar.  On 28th June 2005, members of the YBC shared their experience at the talk - “The Must-Do’s to Kick-Start Your Practice”.  We received overwhelming response from pupil barristers and PCLL students from both universities.  At the talk, members of the YBC shared their experience on a wide range of topics, including the procedures for applying pupillage and limited practice certificate; duties as a pupil; ALE requirements; where to get the wig and gown, and so on.
The YBC contributed to the scheme which facilitates young barristers and pupils in Hong Kong to undertake mini-pupillage in England. We hope to provide more opportunities to young barristers to widen their horizons and deepen their understanding in the profession and practice at the Bar.
We have two issues of BUZZ.  The first was published in September 2005 and the second will be published in January 2006.

On the recreational side, we had a strong dragon boat team - Dragon Advocate, and we participated in two rounds of competition at Stanley beach on Tuen Ng Festival.  The YBC also assisted in organizing the All Professional Cup – a soccer match with nine other professional bodies in August 2005, and a friendly match between the Bar Soccer Team and the PCLL team in July 2005.
On the social side, two YBC drinks were organized, during which young barristers mingled and exchanged views in a relaxed environment.  In December 2005, the annual Christmas Drinks party was held and many members from the Judiciary and the Bar attended the party.

Externally, we organized a career talk at the University of Hong Kong and supported the Moots organized by the Advocacy and Mooting Society of the University.

The second “Hong Kong Bar Association Debating Competition” started in October 2005.  The Competition was aimed at arousing the interest and awareness of secondary school students on the rule of law and to promote further understanding of our profession.  The Competition received good response from the secondary schools.  16 competitions at the Preliminary rounds and 8 competitions at the Quarter-levels have been held.  The Semi-finals and Finals of the Competition are scheduled for February and March 2006 respectively.  I am most grateful to those members of the Bar who kindly acted as adjudicators for the competitions, the pupils and law students who took part as chairman or time-keeper of the debates.  
I would like to express my gratitude to each member of the Special Committee and other young barristers who volunteered to organize and take part in the above activities.  I would also like to thank Alice Ng and Rani Romani of the Bar Secretariat for their helpful support.
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