Special Committee on 

Secondary Schools Education Project 
In its fifth year, the “Rule of Law” Project administered under the auspices of the Hong Kong Bar Association has gathered momentum and reached new heights.  By paying visits to schools across the territory and conducting presentations on topics as “The Rule of Law”, “How the law relates to our daily lives” or “A Career at the Bar”, secondary school children were able to meet with real-life barristers, which helped to dispel myths about characters in wig and gown as seen on television and to educate them about the importance of the Rule of Law in our society.
Building on the foundation laid by dedicated silks and senior members who voluntarily gave talks over the years, the Bar was able to visit a total of 13 schools in 2005, reaching an audience of some 3700 students.  For the second term commencing in January 2006, over a dozen visits have been arranged which would enable the Bar to reach another 7000 students.  

Since the majority of the talks had to be conducted in Cantonese as requested by the schools, there was a particularly heavy demand for Cantonese speakers.  Members may be surprised to learn that over half of the visits were made to non-elite, non-EMI (English Medium Instruction) and non-top banding schools.  This had allowed the Bar to extend its profile and influence to the less-advantaged and those studying in the New Territories, e.g. Tuen Mun and Tin Shui Wai.
The response from students and feedback from teachers has been positive and encouraging.  This moved us to try and organize more visits despite our very limited resources.  To this end, I need to thank all on the Special Committee, some of whom not only conducted talks themselves, but all of whom took turns to accompany our speakers on the visits.  Moreover, special thanks are due to the Chairman of the Young Barristers’ Committee and those YBs who volunteered to assist on various visits.
One could not imagine the magnitude of the administrative workload that has gone in to make such visits possible.  Ms. Alice Ng of the Bar Secretariat has efficiently and seamlessly served this Special Committee over the years, and much of the credit for our smooth running should go to her.

Last and certainly not least, for all Counsel who has given presentations, or who will be doing so, our heartfelt gratitude and appreciation, for without your support which we continuously rely on, neither the promotion of civic education among our younger generation nor the rendering of public service to our community could have materialized.
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