Special Committee on Recovery Agents
1.
This Committee was appointed by the Bar Council at the end of January 2005 "to deal with issues arising from the phenomenon of non-legally qualified persons interfering in, or encouraging, litigation for reward".  The Committee made its report on the 1st April 2005.  The Committee has examined some of the contracts between Recovery Agents (“RA”) and their clients and is of the view that the same are champertous and unlawful both as a criminal offence and a tort.  Further, lawyers (including members of the Bar) who knowingly take part in a champertous venture are liable to be prosecuted as accessories to the crime and such participation is likely to be in conflict with their professional ethics.  
2.
On the 28th November 2005, the Chairman of the Committee and one of its members attended a meeting of the Legco Panel on Administration of Justice and Legal Services during which the subject of RA was discussed.  On the whole, the Panel shared the concern of the legal profession over the operation of RA and urged for action to be taken by the Government.   

3.
Last but not least, this Committee acknowledges with gratitude the assistance rendered to it by the Special Committee on Personal Injuries.  
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