Special Committee on Local Admissions

The total number of local admissions for 2005 (up to 24 December), with a breakdown of admissions based on different qualifications and through different qualifying routes and of those who have proceeded to private practice and those who have joined the Department of Justice, and together with the statistics for 2000-2004, are as follows :
	
	
	2000
	2001
	2002
	2003
	2004
	2005

	Total number of Admissions
	
	93
	73
	78
	21
	65
	87

	Admissions based on U.K. qualifications


-
joined the private Bar


-
joined the Department of Justice


-
unknown


	
	16

10

0

6
	14

4

0

10
	8

6

0

2
	4

4

0

0
	0

0

0

0
	0

0

0

0

	Admissions relying on the transitional provision s.74C


-
joined the private Bar


-
unknown


	
	-
	-
	-
	4

4

0
	10

6

4
	2

1

1

	Admissions based on PCLL qualifications


-
joined the private Bar


-
joined the Department of Justice


-
unknown


	
	63

42

3

18


	50

29

6

15


	63

43

3

17


	8

6

0

2


	49

48

1

0


	74

70

4

0



	Admissions of former legal officers


-
joined the private Bar


-
stayed with Department of Justice


	
	4

1

3
	2

0

2
	4

1

3
	2

2

0
	3

0

3
	0

0

0

	Admissions of former solicitors


-
joined the private Bar


-
unknown
	
	9

4

5


	7

7

0


	3

3

0


	3

1

2


	3

3

0


	11

11

0



	Number of barristers admitted under s.27(1)(b)


	
	1
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0


The overall number of 87 admissions represents an appreciable increase from last year, particularly in light of the fact that the 65 members admitted in 2004 included those who had started but could not finish the qualifying pupillage in 2003.  Approximately 10% of the new members admitted were formerly solicitors.  We have to wait and see if this marks the revival of the trend of solicitors switching to the Bar.
The workload of the Special Committee on Local Admissions has increased significantly with the ever rising number of admissions and the coming into force of the provisions of the Legal Practitioners (Amendments) Ordinance 2000 on 28 March 2003.  Special mention must be made of the support and assistance provided to me by Ms. Mona Clarke of the Bar Secretariat.  My task would have been impossible without her meticulous, accurate and efficient initial screening of all the applications. 
Lisa Wong

Hon. Secretary

Dated: 19th December 2005
