Special Committee on Conditional Fees
In September 2005, the Conditional Fees Sub-Committee of the Law Reform Commission published a Consultation Paper on Conditional Fees (“Consultation Paper”). The Consultation Paper contained a total of 13 recommendations, including the recommendations to allow the use of conditional fees in 8 types of civil cases, namely: (1) personal injury cases; (2) family cases, except where the welfare of children is involved; (3) commercial cases in which an award of damages is the primary remedy sought; (4) product liability cases; (5) probate cases involving an estate; (6) insolvency cases; (7) employees’ compensation cases; and (8) professional negligence cases.

The Bar Council took the view that the recommendations may have significant impact on our profession as well as the community as a whole and thus set up this Special Committee to look into the recommendations made by the Law Reform Commission. Apart from the undersigned, this Special Committee comprises Mr. Edward Chan, S.C., Ms. Christina Lee, Mr. Kenny Lin, Mr. Jeremy Bartlett and Mr. Jeremy Chan. 
At the time this report was written, the draft Position Paper was being prepared. The same would be circulated amongst members before the same is to be finalised and submitted to the Law Reform Commission. It is anticipated that the Position Paper would be ready for submission by the time this Report is published. 

In addition to preparing the Position Paper, two members of this Special Committee  attended the meeting of the Panel on Administration of Justice and Legal Services on 24th October 2005. On that occasion, we expressed our preliminary views on the matter and agreed to send our Position Paper to the Panel when it would be ready.
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