Special Committee on CFA Appeals: Legal Aid Review Panel
The committee was renamed at the beginning of the year to give it a more accurate title. Its official terms of reference are as follows:

“To secure the provision of counsel to serve on committees under section 26A Legal Aid Ordinance for the purpose of reviewing the rejection of applications for legal aid for appeals to the Court of Final Appeal.”
At the time of preparing this annual statement, there have been nine applications for review against such rejection this year. Amongst them, seven arise from criminal proceedings. In four of these seven cases, the Director of Legal Aid reversed his own decision and granted legal aid, thereby avoiding the convening of the statutory committee. Of the remaining three other applications relating to criminal appeals that went to the statutory committee, one was rejected, one was allowed, and the result of the third is still pending at the time of preparing this statement. The end result is that insofar as those applicants in criminal appeals are concerned, at least four out of seven eventually obtained legal aid.

Of the two remaining applications, the nature of the appeal was not clear as the Director of Legal Aid reversed its decision very soon after the lodging of the application.

The last but not least application relates to the well-known appeal by Madam Lo Siu-lan to the CFA in the Link REIT case. In this one, the Director of Legal Aid maintained his refusal of legal aid despite that time was very much of the essence. The statutory committee convened under quite urgent circumstances and heard arguments from both sides. The statutory committee reversed the Director of Legal Aid’s decision. Armed with legal aid, Madam Lo was able to have legal assistance in her bid before the CFA, where it was finally laid to rest legal matters of great public importance.

Once more, it is time to say many thanks to the members of the committee and a number of others not on the committee but who were willing upon invitation to give up their time when the need arose.
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