Report on Overseas Admissions
Overseas Admissions
The Legal Practitioners (Amendment) Ordinance 2000 enabled overseas practitioners for the first time to gain admission to the Bar by virtue of an overseas qualification and some practical experience on a transparent and non-discriminatory basis. Formerly, admissions based on an overseas qualification were heavily biased in favour of practitioners from the United Kingdom and other Commonwealth practitioners. This had to change because of Hong Kong’s commitments under the General Agreement on Trade in Services (‘GATS’). 

The 2000 ordinance introduced a new Section 27 of the Legal Practitioners Ordinance Cap. 159 and a new set of subsidiary legislation Barristers (Qualification for Admission and Pupillage) Rules. It establishes an examination which eligible overseas lawyers may take. The examination has been held in 2004 and 2005 only. The relevant statistics are:
2004

(a) By Paper

	PAPER
	I
	II
	III
	IV
	V

	PASS RATE
	N/A
	0
	100%
	20%
	66%


(b) By Paper per part
	PAPER
	I
	II
	III
	IV
	V

	
	Part A
	Part B
	Part A
	Part B
	
	Part A
	Part B
	Part A
	Part B
	Oral

	PASS RATE
	N/A
	N/A
	33%
	17%
	100%
	60%
	20%
	66%
	100%
	100%


2005

(a) By Paper

	PAPER
	I
	II
	III
	IV
	V

	PASS RATE
	N/A
	25%
	100%
	50%
	100%


(b) By Paper per part
	PAPER
	I
	II
	III
	IV
	V

	
	Part A
	Part B
	Part A
	Part B
	
	Part A
	Part B
	Part A
	Part B
	Oral

	PASS RATE
	N/A
	N/A
	38%
	25%
	100%
	100%
	50%
	100%
	100%
	100%


Ad Hoc Overseas Admissions

The admission of overseas counsel on an ad hoc basis continues. Despite the recent  purging of the Legal Practitioners Ordinance of admission criteria which favoured English barristers it is a fact that no overseas counsel from outside England & Wales has sought admission to the Bar on an ad hoc basis.

Up to 9 December 2005 thirty eight applications for admission were received and twenty six were admitted. The applications included only five applications for criminal cases. Out of these five applications three of them resulted in admissions.

 (Statistics on Ad Hoc Overseas Admissions 2005)

	Ad Hoc Overseas Admissions


	Year

 2004


	Year

2005

	No. of proposed Application Received
	35
	38 

	No. of Application Admitted
	29
	26

	No. of Consent Given
	32
	25

	No. of Consent Not Given
	2
	10

	- Consent Not Given and Application not proceeded with
	2
	3

	- Consent Not Given and Application subsequently 

           Admitted by the Court
	0
	5

	- Consent Not Given and Application subsequently

           Dismissed by the Court
	0
	2


(as at 9th December 2005)
Conclusion

Thanks must go to members of the special committee on overseas admissions for their time and effort in reviewing applications for ad hoc admissions. The special committee was expanded in order to take into account the increased number of applications for admission in public law cases. Thanks must go to the members of the Bar Secretariat who supported this committee in its work. 
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