Special Committee on Pupillage and Limited Practice

The Special Committee on Pupillage and Limited Practice is responsible for processing applications and answering enquiries about the rules, practice and procedure in respect of pupillage and admission.

This year, the Special Committee has processed 520* applications relating to pupillage, an increase by 53% from the number in the previous year.  The increase is believed to be partly the result of the operation of the new pupillage and admission rules which require various applications to be taken out at different stages of pupillage.  In addition to processing formal applications, the Special Committee continued to deal with local and overseas enquiries on a frequent basis.

Upon review of the operation of the new pupillage and admission rules on its first anniversary, the Special Committee has recommended to the Bar Council steps to expedite the processing of applications at various stages of pupillage particularly to shorten the time needed for arranging admission and commencement of limited practice under the present statutory framework.  Amendments to the Code of Conduct and executive measures have already come into operation.  Understanding with the Judiciary and the Department of Justice regarding proposed legislative amendment has also been reached.  The Special Committee will continue to conduct review of the pupillage system and to make recommendations to the Bar Council with a view to improving the operation of the system and the quality of pupillage.

This year, the Bar has 182* pupils who either have completed or are serving pupillage.  97* of them have been admitted as barristers, of which 55* were newly admitted this year.

The Special Committee is able to handle the constant workload owing to the good work of the other 2 members, Michael Liu and Selwyn Yu.  I also thank Mrs. Mona Clarke and Alice Ng of the Bar secretariat for their continuous support.
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