Special Committee on Legal Aid Review 

This year has seen a significant decrease in the number of applications from disgruntled litigants against the Director of Legal Aid’s refusal of legal aid assistance to have their cases brought to the Court of Final Appeal. There have been only 5 applications so far this year, which included both civil and criminal cases. There are several reasons for this. Those frivolous applications have disappeared altogether, with only the genuine ones with a reasonable prospect of success actually proceeding. Counsel are now less likely than before to issue the certificate that there is such a reasonable prospect, since experience from last year has no doubt informed every one concerned that a frivolous certificate really would help nobody but cause unnecessary waste of time and expenses. The Director of Legal Aid, on the other hand, has become less rigid in its decision making, which is something that is to be welcomed.

Despite the decline in quantity, the variety of the nature of cases involved is diversifying. Form what was once a predominantly criminal process, it has now evolved to cover such subject-matters as land compensation, and professional disciplinary appeals. 

These are developments in a healthy direction. No doubt, in future, many more other litigants with a genuine sense of grievance would make use of this procedure in their pursuit for justice.
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