Report on the Advanced Legal Education (ALE) Programme

The Pupils Compulsory ALE Programme started off the year 2003 at full speed.  However, the unforeseen outbreak of Atypical Pneumonia resulted in all events being postponed for a significant period in April.  The programme resumed in late May.  

Overall, a good number of skills based workshops focusing on advocacy, drafting and professional conduct were offered during the year.  In additional to these workshops, a number of talks were given on substantive areas of law and practice, presented by both members of the Judiciary and members of the Bar, and by visiting overseas Q.C.s.
There was a noticeable increase in the number of pupils who came to the Bar during the year.  The ALE programme has employed its resources as effectively as possible to offer sufficient talks and workshops on as wide range of topics as possible, to ensure that all pupils are able to fulfill the requirements of ALE before entering into full practice.

.

We were honoured to have invited Michael Sherrard C.B.E., Q.C., Director of Middle Temple Advocacy, to come and run his superb Pupils Advocacy Course again, in September.  Interest in the course was remarkably strong, as evidenced by the number of pupils and members who registered to attend, which far exceeded our capacity. 
Good relations have been continued with the Prosecutions Division of the Department of Justice.  We have maintained our quid pro quo system in relation to their in-house programme and our ALE programme.

After more than 2 years in the role of Director of ALE, Gillian Samson departed from Hong Kong and moved to Scotland with her family in July.  I would like to take this opportunity to thank Gillian for her hard work in setting up the ALE programme and to apologise to those who may have been affected in anyway by the disruption caused, due to a change in personnel.
On behalf of Gillian Samson and myself, I would like express our sincere and deepest gratitude to everyone who has helped and supported the ALE programme throughout the year and helped with its success.  In particular, a heartfelt thanks to all those who have taken part in the ALE Programme as speakers and trainers, and especially those individuals who have generously helped out on more than one occasion.  These include not only members of the Bar, but also members of the Judiciary. Without their assistance it would not be possible to run the ALE programme to its present high standard.  

I would like to extend a special thanks to Michael Sherrard C.B.E. Q.C. for leading the way in the running of the Pupils Advocacy Programme this year.  

Acknowledgements are made to the Special Committee on Legal Education and members for their valuable input into the programme. Lastly, but equally important, a special thanks go to my assistant Alice Ng, for her continued invaluable help, and also to all the other supporting staff of the Bar Secretariat who help so much in their individual ways.  
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